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Fluke again pre lamb-
ing, especially if ewes
are in poor condition.

Heptavac P all ewes

one month before
lambing.

G

Order first dose of
Huskvac.

Hygiene is essential at lambing
time. Aborting ewes should be
isolated from the flock and the
lambs and placentae disposed of
to minimise disease spread.

If you have to assist lambing,
ensure hands are clean or use
disposable arm length gloves.

Follow up with an antibiotic
injection for the ewe and finadyne
if she’s had a rough time.

Lambs

Lambs should receive about
200ml of colostrum within the first
few hours of life. If in doubt, top
them up with ewe, cow or
powdered colostrum sooner rather
than later.

We recommend dipping navels in
strong iodine soon after birth.

Watery mouth is due to E. coli
growing in the lambs guts and
releasing toxins which cause gut
stasis and dehydration.

Treatment with antibiotics,
finadyne and oral fluids
(rehydion) is often ineffective.

Prevention includes general
hygiene, early colostrum, and oral
antibiotics at birth (Spectam Scour
Halt or Tribrissen tablets)

Hypothermia accounts for 40% of
all lamb deaths. Lambs exposed
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Lambing—some points to
consider

to cold weather conditions are
obvious victims but small lambs
with little body fat and little
colostrum will die of hypothermia
even in a building.

Treatment involves drying and
warming. Lambs under 5 hours
old need warm colostrum by
stomach tube in addition lambs
over 5 hours old benefit from
50ml 20% glucose injecting into
their abdominal cavity.

Lambs with jointill respond best
to very early treatment of penicil-
lin daily for 5 days and steroid or
finadyne on the first day.

Mastitis Although a bacterial in-
fection, mastitis is caused by
lack of milk. Thin ewes and or
those with triplets and are not
producing sufficient milk are
most susceptible. Hungry lambs
repeatedly sucking empty teats
cause damage which allows
staph. bacteria to enter or they
introduce pasteurella into the
teat from their throats.

This requires prompt treatment
with finadyne and antibiotic

(e.g. Nuflor) but if unsuccessful
and the bag goes cold, euthana-
sia should be considered.

Prevention includes )

good ewe nutrition and q NS
\

supplementing
hungry lambs.
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Looking after your heifers

Although it may be the last thing on the mind
whilst dealing with frozen pipes and snow-
drifts, keeping a close eye on your heifers is
critical for the future of the herd.

Weight at bulling and first calving have a key
bearing on lifetime performance. Given that
heifers only start paying back on their investment
once they reach their 3rd lactation, paying some
attention to them at this critical stage can pay
dividends.

Keep a regular eye on live weight gain (LWG),
especially during the summer when they may be
out on outlying pasture. The aim for a Holstein
heifer is a steady LWG of 0.7kg per day through-
out the rearing period. This should enable them to
reach around 400kg at service (60% of mature
weight) and 600kg at calving (85 — 90% of mature
weight) at 24 months of age.

Appropriate supplementation may be necessary if
grass intakes are poor.

The ideal way to keep an eye on LWG is regular
weighing, but this can be difficult. Wither height
can give an estimate of live weight.

Reliable trace element and mineral supply is es-
sential for growth, and blood testing can be useful
to check on status prior to bulling.

Disease prevention

Make sure that they are vaccinated against lung-
worm before grazing. They need two doses of
vaccine four weeks apart, with the second dose
two weeks prior to turnout. Other vaccines
(against Bluetongue, BVD etc.) may be neces-
sary. All vaccine courses must be finished well
before service.

Speak to us about an appropriate worming regime
for the calves during their first grazing season.

Fly control is also important during the summer to
prevent diseases such as strike, New Forest eye
and summer mastitis.

Treat any lameness problems quickly to reduce
problems once they enter lactation.

"It Is vital farmers plan ahead and invest for the

future"

Will Cockbain, Keswick hill farmer and NFU national uplands spokesman, gives his view on why
farmers should take advantage of what the Northwest Livestock Programme has to offer...

“The Northwest Livestock Programme is funded through the Rural Development Programme for
England and is focused on helping livestock farmers in the North West with animal health, nutrient management
and resource efficiency at a time when direct payments for many farmers are decreasing.

The programme offers farmers information and advice related to animal health and welfare, resource efficiency
and nutrient management. This can be in the form of one to one work by vets and advisors, or demonstration
events and also technical support through a dedicated website.

Uncertainty over the future of single farm payment
plan ahead and identify areas they need to invest i
by providing grants in several areas.

Examples of animal health and welfare projects have

comfort mattresses and cubicles, specialist handlin

post 2012 makes it all the more vital for farmerst o
n, the Livestock Programme can assist farmers in th is

included back-flush systems, heat detection,

g and weighing facilities, and specialist calf feed ers.

Finally | would strongly urge any farmers looking to invest in areas covered by the scheme to look closely at what
the Livestock Programme has to offer and see if it is relevant to helping them improve their businesses.

It is available until March of 2013 by which time it is hoped many North West livestock businesses will have

benefited from it.” Will Cockbain.

Please contact Mark Stott to discuss what the lives

tock programme can offer you.



